
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



228 7^1? Founding of the Christian Church. [31-33 A. D. 



IN FIFTY STUDIES. 

Prepared by CLYDE W. VOTAW, Chicago, Ills. 
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STUDY VIII. 

SEC. 7. APOSTOLIC MIRACLE-WORKING AND CON- 
TINUED JEWISH PERSECUTION. 

Acts 5:12-42. 

31-33 A. D. Jerusalem. 

Bibliography.— (1) Cambridge Bible on Acts, pp. 59-71. (2) Gloag's Comty. on Acts, I : 
179-200; also I: 122-125, I 5=- I 54- (3) Meyer's Comty. on Acts, pp. 108-121. (4) Expositor's 
Bible on Acts, 1 : 229-245. (5) Bible Dictionary, arts. Gamaliel, Sanhedrin, Temple. 
(6) Neander' s Planting and Trainingof the Christian Church, I: jbff: II: 71/. (7) Vaughan's 
Church of the First Days, pp. 113-124. (8) Peloubet's Notes. i&)2, in loc. (0) S. S. Times, 
Feb. 17, 1883. (10) Farrar's Life of Paul, pp. 39-64. 

First Step: Facts. 

Paragraph i. v. 12a, many apostolic miracle-signs, v. 12b, the Christians 
frequent the temple, v. 13, awe and reverence of unbelievers toward them. 
v. 14, unnumbered multitudes of converts, vv. isf, many miraculous cures 
of the sick by Peter, in and about Jerusalem. Vv. 12-16, Miracles and Con- 
versions by the Apostles. 

Par. 2. v. 17, jealousy and hostility of the hierarchy, v. 18, arrest of the 
Christian leaders. Vv. 17-18, Imprisonment of the Apostles. 

Par. 3. v. 19, supernatural deliverance, v. 20, divine command to preach 
openly, v. 21a, which they do at daybreak in the temple. Vv. ig-2ia, 
Miraculous Release and Preaching in the Temple. 

Par. 4. v. 21b, formal trial instituted by the Sanhedrin. vv. 22f, report of 
the mysterious escape, v. 24, great perplexity of the persecutors, v. 25, 
report of the apostles' preaching. Vv. 21D-25, Consultation of the San- 
hedrin. 

Par. 5. v. 26a, apostles' voluntary surrender; v. 26b, strong sympathy of 
the people, v. 27, the trial, v. 28, charge of disobedience, and of alienating 
the people, v. 29, righteous independence of the authorities, v. 30, the 
rulers pronounced guilty, v. 31, exaltation and office of Christ, v. 32, wit- 
nesses to the truth. Vv. 26-32, Re-arrest, Arraignment and Defense. 

Par. 6. v. 33, murderous hatred of the Sanhedrists. v. 34, Gamaliel's 
intercession, v. 35, cautious action enjoined, vv. 36f, wisdom of tolerance 
inculcated by two historical cases, v. 38, Christianity, if human, would perish 
of itself, v. 39, if divine, it should be supported. Vv. 33-39, The Counsel 
of Gamaliel. 
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Par. 7. v. 40a, concession to Gamaliel's judgment, v. 40b, apostles 
scourged and dismissed, v. 41, their joy in suffering for Christ, v. 42, inces- 
sant open preaching of the Gospel. Vv. 40-42, Dismissal with Scourging. 

Second Step: Explanations. 

Par. 1. v. 12, (a) introduces a generally descriptive paragraph, cf. Sec. 6, 
Par. 1. (p) " by the hands of" — literally, or Hebraism to express agency, 
cf. Josh. 14:2; Mk. 6:3 ; 16 :/<?. (c) "signs and wonders "—difference, cf. 
Acts 2:43; 6:8. (d) tense implies continued past action, (e) "they" — the 
people, or the Christians ? (/) why was the temple made the general meet- 
ing-place of the disciples? v. 13, (a) " of the rest"— who are meant, the 
populace? (b) "join himself "—meaning? (c) " magnified "—meaning ? (d) 
state clearly the meaning of this verse, in connection with vv. 12, 14. 
v. 14, "multitudes" — count no longer kept, cf. Acts 1:15; 2:41; 4:4. 
v. 15, connection in " insomuch "? (b) " they" — who? (c) difference between 
"beds and couches"? (d) "came by" — cf. Matt. <):2if ; Acts 19:12. (e) 
whose faith availed, that of the sick or of their friends t v. 16, (a) name 
five well-known towns about Jerusalem ? (b) " vexed . . . spirits" — meaning? 

(c) why distinguished from the sick t (d) "healed every one " — to be taken 
literally ? 

Par. 2. v. 17, (a) "rose up" — meaning, cf. Acts 6:9; 23:9; Lk. 15:18. 

(b) beginning of a determined hostility, (c) "high priest" — cf. Acts 4:6. 

(d) "all" — Sanhedrists or not? (e) the opposition now becomes definitely 
Sadducean, cf. Sec. 5, Topic 4. (f) what the ground of their jealousy? (g) 
" sect "—meaning, cf. Acts 15 : j ; 24 :j, 14 ; 26 :j ; 28 : 22. v. 18, (a) ' ' apos- 
tles " — all of the twelve, or only the leading ones ? (b) imprisoned for punish- 
ment, or only for detention ? 

Par. 3. v. 19, (a) " angel " — cf. Acts 12 : 7-19 ; 16 : 26. (b) what was gained 
by this release? (c) why was no mention made of it in connection with the 
trial t v. 20, (a) how assuring to the apostles? (b) why "in the temple"? 

(c) "Life" — meaning? (d) is this description literal, or figurative of a 
providential deliverance and prompting t v. 21a, (a) consider their 
instant obedience, (b) explain " daybreak" customs in the Orient. 

Par. 4. v. 21b, (a) supremely important session, (b) " senate . . . Israel " 
— what is referred to ? (e) where did the Sanhedrin meet ? vv. 22f , (a) 
"officers" — of Sanhedrin or of temple? (b) why were not the keepers 
punished for the escape of their prisoners, cf. Acts 12 : i8f. v. 24, (a) 
"captain" — cf. Acts 4:1. (b) "perplexed" — by what, cf. Acts 4: if? (c) 
"them" — apostles or words? (d) "whereunto . . . grow" — in its influence 
upon the populace ? v. 25, "one" — who? 

Par. 5. v. 26, (a) why did not the apostles resist, cf. Jno. i8:iof? (b) 
" they" — who? (c) was their fear well grounded, cf. Jno. io:3iff? (d) causes 
of popular favor for the Christians ? (e) was it enduring, cf . Acts 6 : 12 ; 
7 : 57f ? v. 27, who makes the accusation, and why? v. 28, (a) declaration 
or question? (b) "straitly charged" — meaning, cf. Acts 4: i7f ? (c) "in this 
name" — meaning? (d) " filled Jerusalem " — Christian activity, (e) " intend 
to bring " — discredit upon the religious leaders in the eyes of the people ? (f) 
of guilt before God the apostles had repeatedly accused them, cf. Acts 2 :36 ; 
3 : i3f ; 4 : 10 ; 5 : 30. v. 29, (a) does Peter speak for all? (b) same defense 
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as at previous trial, cf. Acts 4 : 19. (c) if only the apostles were obedient to 
God, what about the Sanhedrin ? v. 30, (a) compare Acts 3 : i3ff. (b) why 
is Peter always at pains to refer to the Covenant God of Israel ? (c) " hanging 
. . . tree " — Hebraism meaning what, cf . Deut. 21 : 22f ; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 
2 : 24 ? (d) with what intent did Peter so repeatedly and emphatically charge 
bloodguiltiness upon the Sanhedrin, cf. Acts 3 : 19? v. 31, (a) compare Acts 
2:33; 3:15. (b) "with" — observe marg. rdg. (c) "Prince" — meaning? 
(d) " give repentance" — in what sense ? v. 32, (a) " witnesses" — recall previous 
comments, (b) "and so is" — cf. marg. rdg. (c) in what ways did the Holy 
Spirit bear witness to the truth in Christ, cf. Jno. 15 : 26f ; Acts 2 : 33 ? (d) 
what was the test of obedience as regarded the Gospel ? 

Par. 6. v. 33, (a) "they" — who? (b) at just what was offense taken? (c) 
was a divine inner voice also crying their condemnation? (d) "cut to the 
heart" — exact meaning ? (e) " minded to slay " — how would they accomplish 
this ? (f) were these the same men who had condemned Jesus to death ? 
(g) on what different ground? (h) how was this second violence thwarted? 
v. 34, (a) "Pharisee" — why particularly noted? (b) "doctor of the law" — 
meaning? (c) "had in honor" — why? (d) "commanded" — with what 
authority? (e) "put . . . forth" — for what purpose, cf. Acts 4 114? v. 35, 
(a) "take heed" — meaning, cf. Matt. 6:1; et al. (b) "about to do" — what 
was that? v. 36, (a) " before these days " — how long before? (b) "giving 
. . . somebody " — what claim did he make for himself? (e) why did Theudas's 
movement fail? v. 37, (a) see the account in Josephus (Jew. Ant. 18 : 1 : 1-6 ; 
20 : 5 : 2. Bell. Jud. 2:8:112:17:7.) (b) " enrollment " — cf . Lk. 2 : if, and 
actual tax came when ? (c) why did this tax cause a Jewish insurrection ? (d) 
why were these objectors called " Zealots," cf. Mk. 3 : 18 marg. ? (e) why did 
Judas's movement fail, cf. Matt. 22:17-21? v. 38, (a) " refrain from " — in what 
sense? (b) "counsel . . . work" — meaning? (c) "of men" — in what sense? 
v. 39, (a) "of God" — in what sense? (b) "found . . . fighting against God " 
— cf . Acts 23 : 9, did they really think now they were doing God service, cf . 
Jno. 16:2; Acts 26 : gff ? 

Par. 7. v. 40, (a) " agreed" — what proportion of calm judgment among 
the Sadducees and of Pharisaic party power effected this ? (b) ' ' beat " — cf . 
Deut. 25:1ft; Acts 16:37; 22:19; 2 Cor. 11:24. (c) "charged" — cf. Acts 
4:18, what might the Sanhedrin expect? v. 41, (a) "rejoicing" — cf. Matt. 
5:ioff; 10:16-39; Acts 16: 23ft ; Rom. 5:3; Gal. 6:14; 2 Cor. 6:8ff. (b) 
" suffer dishonor " — in what way? (c) "for the Name" — meaning, cf. next 
verse? v. 42, (a) "everyday" — incessant activity of the Christians, (b) 
" in the temple " — was the Sanhedrin powerless to prohibit it even there ; if so, 
why ? (c) evangelical work done from the temple as a centre, training of the 
disciples "at home," cf. Acts 2:46. (d) what difference between " teaching " 
and "preaching"? (e) "Jesus as the Christ" — the critical point with the 
Jews, cf. Acts 17 : 3. 

Third Step: Topics. 

1. Apostolic Miracle-Working. (1) did all of the apostles work miracles, 
cf . Acts s : 12 ; 2 : 43 ? (2) did others also, cf . Acts 6:8? (j) make a general 
list of apostolic miracles, noting their character. (4) what was the supreme 
purpose in the working of all of them ? (5) compare them with Christ's tnir- 
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acles, as concerns : (a) frequency, (b) variety, (c) wonderfulness, (d) influence. 

(6) in whose name did Jesus work miracles, cf . Jno. 11 : 41 ; 5:19; Lk. 7 : 14 ; 
Mk. 5 : 41 ; et al ? (7) in whose name did the apostles work miracles, cf . Acts 
3:6; 4 : 10 ; 9 : 40 ; et al ? (8) what is the significance of the difference ? (9) 
when did the apostles begin to work miracles f (16) when did the power of 
miracle-working cease in the Church, and why ? (//) sketch a chronologi- 
cal diagram showing the rise, prevalence and cessation of Christian 
miracles. (12) is it definitely stated that any sick were actually healed by the 
shadow of Peter falling upon them ? (ij) is there any objection to believing 
that Peter could heal without using corporeal contact ? (14) state exactly 
what is to be understood by vv. isf regarding the shadow cures. 

2. Activity and Prestige of the Christians. (1) describe the public activi- 
ties of the Christians at this time. (?) what relation did the apostles sustain 
to the body of disciples f (3) where was the centre of their evangelistic 
efforts? (4) for what reason was it so? (5) what was the attitude of the 
populace toward the Christians, and why? (6) what success attended the 
preaching of the Gospel ? (7) explain the fact that the apostles proceeded with 
their work in the face of all discouragement, difficulty and opposition. (8) in 
what ways did God show that he was protecting and guiding them ? (9) what 
was the Christian principle on which the apostles could rejoice in their suffer- 
ing (cf. passages above under v. 41, Second Step)? (10) what effect upon 
them had the punishment and prohibition of the Sanhedrin? (11) describe 
the internal condition of the Church at this time. 

3. The Jewish Sanhedrin. (1) when and under what circumstances did it 
arise ? (2) what development, if any, did it undergo down to the time of 
Christ? (J) what were the meaning and origin of the name Sanhedrin f 
(4) of how many members was it composed ? (5) what different classes repre- 
sented ? (6) how were they appointed ? (7) what were the duration, qualifica- 
tions, and duties of office? (8) who presided, and what was the relative 
strength of the Sadducees and Pharisees in the body at this apostolic time ? 
(9) which party led in the opposition to Christ, and why? (10) which, in the 
opposition to the apostles, and why? (//) compare the spirit and measures 
of the two persecutions. (12) what were the functions of the Snnhedrin? 
(13) how was their power at this time curtailed? (14) what were the range, 
scope and limits of their jurisdiction ? (if) where were their official sessions 
held, and what were the rules and methods of procedure ? (16) consider 
the relation of the Sanhedrin to : (a) John the Baptist, (b) Jesus, (c) Peter, 
(d) Stephen, (e) Paul. (17) why was the Sanhedrin the bitterest persecutor 
of Christianity? (/<?) what became of the Sanhedrin after the apostolic era t 

4. Proceedings and Outcome of the Trial. (1) compare this trial carefully 
in detail with the preceding trial (Acts 4 : 1-22). (2) who were the leaders in 
each? (3) state the accusation against the apostles made at each. (4) were 
the composition and temper of the second council different from those of the 
first? (5) how was the Sanhedrin influenced by the miraculous release of the 
apostles ? (6) just why did they fear and hate the advocates of the Gospel ? 

(7) explain clearly the meaning of v. 28c. (8) state the points made by the 
apostles in their reply, comparing it with their previous defense ? (9) justify 
them in their disobedience toward the Sanhedrin (cf . Rom. 13 : 1-7 ; 1 Pet. 2 : 
i3f). (10) what was the real desire of the Sanhedrists concerning the apostles, 
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and how thwarted ? (11) did Gamaliel exert only an individual influence, or 
was his attitude that of the whole Pharisaic party? (12) why did the Saddu- 
cean party accede to his advice? (13) what judgment was finally rendered 
against the apostles? (14) why were they scourged? (15) were the hatred 
and antagonism of the Sanhedrin henceforth dispelled, or only quiescent? 

5. The Counsel of Gamaliel. (1) what was Gamaliel's ancestry? (2) what 
was his position as a teacher (cf. Acts 22 : 3) and Sanhedrist ? ( 3) what the 
peculiarities of his Judaism t (4) what was his attitude toward Christianity ? 
(5) weigh carefully and determine the relative proportion of these elements in 
Gamaliel's advice : (a) tolerant spirit, (b) historic wisdom, (c) personal and 
party opposition to the Sadducees (cf. Acts 23 : 6-9). (6) does our record con- 
tain more than a synopsis of his speech t (7) discuss the two historical 
incidents adduced by Gamaliel in support of his principle. (8) explain the 
discrepancy in the first by : (a) postulating another Theudas in an earlier 
revolt than that recorded by Josephus {Jew. Ant. 20:5 : 1), (b) conjecturing 
a proleptical error in the transmission of our account. (9) what was the 
criterion of the divine origin of movements, as presented by Gamaliel ? (10) 
what qualifications would it be necessary to introduce in its application, in 
order to reach the truth ? (//) compare Nicodemus and Gamaliel. (12) are 
the traditions about Gamaliel trustworthy ? 

6. The Temple at Jerusalem. (1) to the Jewish people what was the 
Temple, in its fullest significance? (2) describe the origin, characteristics, 
and fall of the Temple built by Solomon (cf. 1 Kgs. 5 : / — 8 : 66 ; 2 Kgs. 24 : 
11 — 25 : 22). (3) consider in the same way Zerubbabel's Temple (cf. Ezra 3 : 
/ — 6 :i8). (4) describe the occasion and the restoration of this Temple by 
Herod the Great (cf. Jno. 2:20). (5) make a diagram of the last Temple, 
showing all its features and arrangements. (6) where and what was the Gate 
Beautiful (Acts 3:2)? (7) show the position of Solomon's Porch, explaining its 
adaptations for being the centre of the evangelical work of the Christians ? (8) 
what finally became of this Temple ? (9) consider the wisdom of Providence 
in making no violent rupture between Judaism and Christianity during the 
first years of the Christian Church, and likewise of effecting this later by the 
demolition of the Temple. 

Fourth Step.- Observations. 

1. Miracles were worked by the apostles as testimonials to their authority 
and as a summons of attention to their teaching. 

2. The Temple was a general meeting-place and center of work for the 
disciples. 

3. The populace regarded the Christians with awe and reverence. 

4. Accessions to the Church were constant and very numerous. 

5. The Sadducees were the jealous, active enemies of the Christian Church. 

6. The apostles, in their newly-commissioned work, were protected and 
directed by God. 

7. This meeting of the Sanhedrin was the largest, most formal, and most 
impassioned so far held against Christianity. 

8. There was the greatest apprehension on their part lest the Gospel should 
conquer the populace, and cause the rejection of the nation's religious leaders. 

9. They were forced to acknowledge that the city was in the power of the 

Christians. 
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10. The meaning of Jesus' life, death and exaltation were plainly preached 
to the Sanhedrists. 

11. Others than Jesus had claimed Messiahship, but they had failed from 
lack of divine support. 

12. Gamaliel seems to give the Sadducees credit for sincerely striving to do 
God service in their antagonism to the supposed heresy. 

13. The Sanhedric injunction against the Gospel was repudiated, and the 
Christians worked on zealously, fearlessly. 

14. The apostles glorified the Gospel and suffered persecution joyfully, for 
Christ's sake. 

Fifth Step: Summary. 

1. Gather and classify all the information which this Section contains con- 
cerning : 

(1) the miracle-working of the apostles. 

(2) the attitude of the apostles toward the Christians. 

(3) the numerical growth of the Church. 

(4) the protection and guidance of God over his Church. 

(5) the attitude of the Sadducees toward Christianity. 

(6) the activity of the Sanhedrin toward exterminating the Church. 

(7) the Gospel as preached by the apostles to the Sanhedrin. 

(8) the decisive measures taken against the Christians. 

(9) the spirit of the apostles under suffering and persecution. 

(10) the evangelical and the teaching work of the disciples. 

2. Discuss themes 1-4 from the beginning of the history, naming all the 
important facts about each. 

3. Make a statement of what you understand to be the principle adduced 
by Gamaliel, and the qualifications with which it may be rightly applied. 

Sixth Step : Teachings. 

1. The life of the true Christian, and of the true Church, will be such as to 
inspire awe and reverence in all. 

2. Times of suffering and trial are times of progress and triumph. 

3. Established schools of doctrine are apt to suppress the enlargement of 
truth by their jealousy lest some new teaching should win favor with the 
people, and others supersede them as the leaders in religious thought. 

4. Candor and tolerance are good, when rightly used, but they become evil 
when they are made to serve as an excuse for indecision and inaction in the 
face of imperative evidence and duty. 

5. The Kingdom of God will in time prevail, and all which makes toward 
that consummation will be divinely supported and blessed. 

6. The true attitude of the Christian is one of loyalty and faithfulness to 
the Church, and of cheerfulness to labor and suffer in its service. 



(Study Till.) 



234 The Founding of the Christian Church. [33-34 A. D. 

STUDY IX. 

SEC. 8. INTRODUCTION OF THE DIACONATE, AS AN 
ADAPTATION OF THE CHURCH ORGANIZATION TO 
THE NEW CONDITIONS OCCASIONED BY GROWTH. 

Acts 6 : 1-7. 

33-34 A. D. Jerusalem. 

Bibliography.— (1) Cambridge Bible on Acts, pp. 71-75 ; (2) Gloag's Comty. on Acts, I : 
201-212, 2258. (3) Meyer's Comty. on Acts, pp. 122-127. (4) Expositor's Bible on Acts,. 
1 : 246-288. (5) Bible Dictionary, arts. Deacon, Hellenists, Stephen, Synagogue. (6) Nean- 
der's Planting and Training of the Christian Church, 1 : 28-40. (7) Schaff's History of the- 
Christian Church, 1 : 455-460, 4ooff. (S) Fisher's History of the Christian Church, pp. 3sff. (9)' 
Vaugharis Church of the First Days, pp. isj-ijj. (10) Peloubefs Notes, i8qi, in loc. (//)< 
S. S. Times, Feb. 24, 1883. 

First Step; Facts. 

Paragraph i. v. ia, peaceful prosperity of the Christian community. 
v. lb, internal dissension between Hellenists and Hebrews, v. ic, due to 
favoritism toward the latter in alms distribution, v. 2a, church meeting called 
by the apostles, v. 2b, who decline longer to administer the church charities. 
v. 3, they recommend the appointment of seven competent church members to 
perform these duties, v. 4, the apostles can then give their whole time to 
Gospel preaching, v. 5a, the Christians approve the proposition, v. 5b, and 
elect the seven men, v. 6, who are ordained to the diaconate by the apostles. 
Vv. 1-6, Establishment of the Diaconate in the Church. 

Par. 2. v. 7a, Christianity permeated the city, attaining great strength. 
v. 7b, large numerical increase of the Church, v. 7c, among them many Jew- 
ish priests. V. 7, Growth of the Christian Church. 

The Transcript. The student will make a careful paraphrase of this Sec- 
tion (as called for in Preliminary Suggestions, Topic 4 ; see also Sec. 3, First 
Step, Remark ; and Sec. 6, First Step, Transcript), somewhat after the follow- 
ing manner : 

After the persecution by the Sadducees had ceased, the work of evangeliza- 
tion went on rapidly, and multitudes of converts were taken into the Church. 
But trouble arose between two elements in the Christian community — the 
Palestinian and the Hellenistic Jews, because in the daily distribution of the 
Church's charities the needy among the latter class were neglected. A com- 
plaint was entered against the neglect or partiality shown. In order to restore 
justice and harmony, the apostles called a full meeting of the Church. The 
facts were presented. The trouble had been largely due to the excessive 
duties of the apostles, who were unable properly to attend to all of them. 
They therefore asked to be relieved of this portion of their work, so that they 
might give themselves wholly to teaching and preaching the Gospel. They 
recommended that the Church appoint, from its own membership, seven holy 
and wise men, who should assume the function of overseeing and dispensing 
the charitable fund of the body of disciples. This proposal was cordially 
received. Seven men were at once chosen, Stephen the most prominent of 
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them, and committed to the apostles for approval. The apostles ordained 
them to their work, with prayer and the laying on of hands. The internal 
discord having thus been allayed, the Gospel spread widely and continually 
grew in strength. Great accessions were all the time being made to the mem- 
bership of the Church, and notable among these converts were many Jewish 
priests who had become convinced of Jesus' Messiahship. 

Second Step: Explanations. 

Paragraph i. v. i (a) " in these days " — at what time, and what were the 
circumstances of the Church ? (b) " multiplying" — what connection had this 
fact with the trouble that arose ? (c) ' ' murmuring " — meaning, cf . Ex. 15 : 
24 ; Deut. 1 : 27 ; Lk. 5: 30 ; 15 : 2 ; Jno. 6 :\\, 43, 61 ; Phil. 2 : 14? (d) " Grecian 
Jews" — note the marg. rdg., cf. Jno. 7:35; Jas. 1:1; 1 Pet. 1:1. (e) 
" Hebrews" — why so called? (/) what was the numerical ratio of the two 
classes in the Church at this time? (g) "widows" — cf. r Tim. 5:^-/6. (h) 
"neglected" — how and with what results ? (i) " daily ministration " — to what 
is the reference ? v. 2, (a) consider the unity, the activity, and the duties 
of the Twelve, (b) " multitude" — the whole body of Christian believers? (c) 
"forsake"— in what sense and to what degree? (d) "serve tables" — give 
meaning, (e) in the division of labor, which part fell to the apostles, and 
why ? v. 3, (a) consider three qualifications for the office of deacon : of 
good repute, full of the Spirit, full of wisdom, (b) " this business " — what? 
v. 4, (a) " but" — observe the adversative force. (6) " continually " — cf. Acts 
1:14; 2 : 42, 46 ; Rom. 12 : 12. (c) consider the two elements of their work — 
worship and preaching, (d) meaning of "the word"? v. 5, (a) "pleased 
. . chose " — in the appointment of the seven, what part was performed by the 
Church and what by the apostles, respectively? (b) "Stephen " — call to mind 
what you know about his career, (c) meaning of " full of faith"? (d) mean- 
ing of "full of the Holy Spirit"? (e) "proselyte" — what was this? (f) 
why particularly mentioned of Nicolas? (g) why was his locality noted? 
v. 6, " set before " — meaning? 

Par. 2. v. 1, (a) small paragraph generally descriptive of the condition of 
the Church, as very often in the earlier portion of Acts, cf . Sec. 6, Explana- 
tions on 4:32. (b) "word of God increased" — what is meant, cf. Acts 12: 
24; 19:20; Matt. I3'.3if; etal? (c) "multiplied exceedingly" — fcf. Acts 5: 
28, for what reasons ? (d) had the Church as yet extended beyond Jerusalem, 
cf.Actsi:8? (e) " great company" — how many, supposably? (f)"priests" 
—why is this fact of particular interest? (g) full meaning of "obedient to the 
faith " — cf. Rom. 1:5; Acts 13 : 8 ; 14 : 22 ; 16:5; 24 : 24 ; et al ? (h) consider 
the position and career of the priests in the history of Israel, from the 
Exodus down to apostolic times, (i) is it probable that the better portion of 
the priestly class felt now, in the light of the Christian Church, the narrow- 
ness, weakness and decay of the old hierarchy, cf. Lk. 1:5, 8ff, 68-79? (J) 
how did their intimate acquaintance with the Old Testament Scriptures 
particularly qualify the priests for accepting Christianity ? 

Third Step: Topics. 

1. Grecian Jews versus Hebrews. (1) what is meant by " the Jews of the 
Dispersion "? (2) tell briefly about the three forced dispersions of the Jews 
(cf. Sec. 4, Topic 3), and also about the voluntary dispersions. (3) to what 

(Study IX.) 



236 The Founding of the Christian Church. [33-34 A. D. 

extent did these Jews in foreign countries preserve their Jewish religion and 
forms of worship ? (4) how far did they participate in, and how much were 
they affected by, the political, social, moral, and religious life of the pagan 
peoples among whom they dwelt? (5) when these Jews of the Dispersion 
returned to dwell in Palestine, and especially in Jerusalem, how were they 
regarded by the Palestinian Jews (Hebrews)? (6) what reasons had these 
latter for despising Jews who would mingle with the Greeks and Romans 
{consider, for example, the Maccabean struggle against the Greeks, and 
the then bitter oppression of themselves by the Romans)? (7) had the 
Grecian Jews synagogues of their own in Jerusalem ; if so, why, and how 
many ? (8) were converts to Christianity drawn from all classes of Jews, in 
what proportion, and why was it able to do so? (9) what would be the natural 
result of bringing together these hostile Jewish factions into one Christian 
community ? 

2. The Dissension in the Church. (/) why was the Church at rest from 
persecution: (a) because the popular favor protected the Christians front 
the hatred of the Sanhedrin ; (b) because the attention of the Sanhedrin 
was temporarily distracted by other things, perhaps the violent deeds of 
Pilate f (2) how did the truth receive verification that persecution compels 
unity, while peace permits discord ? (3) what was the occasion of the dissen- 
sion which now arose in the Church? (4) was the ground for complaint 
favoritism or negligence, and on the part of whom? (5) what part of the 
trouble was due to the ill-feeling which the Hebrews entertained toward the 
Grecian Jews ? (6) what was the daily distribution of charity referred to ? 
(7) how many in the Christian community were recipients of this charity, 
and what were the causes of their need? (8) consider the readiness of the 
apostles to right the wrong, and the wisdom of their method of doing so. (9) 
describe briefly the steps taken for restoring harmony. (10) how successful 
was the new arrangement ? 

3. Entering of the Wedge between Judaism and Christianity. (1) had the 
Gospel as yet been preached to the Gentiles, or did the Church at this time 
contain only Jews ? (2) was it, nevertheless, the Gentile associations of the 
Grecian Jews that the Hebrews objected to? (3) how does this foreshadow 
the attitude which the Hebrews would take toward the Gentiles when the 
question of admitting the latter should arise ? (4) what, concerning that com- 
ing problem, was foreshadowed by the apostles in their provision that all 
members of the Christian community should have equal attention ? (5) may 
this, then, be regarded as the first step taken in the church toward a universal 
Gospel? (6) who was the man that now came forward to .advocate the 
broader, spiritual view of Christianity? (7) why was it from the Grecian 
Jewish synagogues that this doctrine was now preached? (8) state how there 
appears in this dissension : (a) the line along which division and bitter strife 
were to form in the early Church ; (b) the comprehensive, spiritual character 
of the Gospel which was to become all-embracing. 

4. The Jewish Synagogue. (1) what was the origin and meaning of the 
term " synagogue "? (2) when in the Jewish history did this institution 
first appear, and for what reason ? (j) tell something of the number and 
location of synagogues in the apostolic time. (4) did the Jews of the Dis- 
persion also have them ? (5) describe the organization of the synagogue : (a) 
the ruler, or president ; (b) the elders ; (c) the legatees ; (d) the sexton (chaz- 
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zan) ; the three almoners, or deacons (gabbaim). (6) describe the synagogue 
service : (a) the reading of the law and the prophets ; (b) the liturgical prayers ; 
(c) the discourse. (7) recall as fully and distinctly as possible, Jesus' rela- 
tions to, and activities in, the synagogues. (<?) hew were the synagogues 
the centers of the Jewish school system ? (9) what were the judicial functions 
of the synagogue, and how administered ? (10) were they particularly charged 
with the suppression of heretical members, cf. Matt. 10: 17 ; 23:34; Jno. 9: 
22; 12:42; Acts 22: 19; 26:11. (//) what was the influence of the syna- 
gogue upon the national religious life ? (12) in what ways did it supersede 
the influence of the temple ? (13) what has been the history of the Jewish 
synagogue since the apostolic age ? 

5. The Organization of the Christian Church in its Relation to that of the 
Jewish Synagogue. (1) had there been as yet the event, or even the anticipa- 
tion, of a break between the old religion and the new, or was Christianity at 
this time only a Jewish sect ? (2) the meeting-places of the first Christians 
were called synagogues, cf . Jas. 2 : 2 (RV). (3) what practice in the Jewish 
synagogue gives rise to Paul's injunction (1 Cor. 6 : 1) that a church tribunal of 
justice should be resorted to for a trial of cases between members ? (4) was it 
not natural and appropriate that the Christian Church, which assumed an 
organized form only as this became necessary to its life and work, should have 
adopted the synagogue pattern, adapting it to its uses, much as the American 
colonists transplanted here the English institutions ? (5) was the new office of 
deacon suggested by some similar office in the synagogue ? (6) describe the 
particulars in which the Church organization seems to correspond to that of 
the synagogue (read especially Neander, Schaff , and Expositor's Bible). (7) 
consider whether the first thought for the Christian community was entire 
equality among all, with the Christ-given apostles as leaders ; which plan 
received modification and development as the numbers and activities of the 
Church increased. 

6. The New Office of Deacon. (1) what were tfie origin and significance 
of the term "deacon"? (2) what circumstances called forth this new step in 
the development of the Church organization ? (3) how had the charities of the 
Church been administered, up to this time ? (4) what change had taken place 
that made this no longer practicable ? (5) whence arose the idea of this new 
office, and with what wisdom of conception? (6) describe the manner of 
introducing and establishing this new office. (7) what duties were assigned 
to it ? (<J) were these exclusive of other functions, such as that of teaching ? 
(9) what qualifications were necessary on the part of the incumbents of the 
diaconate? (10) how were they inducted into office? (11) what is the signifi- 
cance of the laying on of hands, cf. Gen. 48 : 14 ; Num. 27 : 18-23 >' Acts 
Z'.ig; 13: 3; 19:6/ 2 Tim. 1:6; it was used in the synagogues ; also by 
Christ, cf. Mk. 10:16? (12) was this in reality the diaconate, which of course 
was subject to subsequent modification (so understood by Lightfoot, Schaff, 
Fisher, Meyer, Hackett, Howson and Spence) ? {13) what development did it 
afterward undergo ? (14) what variations of the diaconate appear in the 
Christian denominations of to-day? (ij) what is known about deaconesses 
in the primitive church, cf. Rom. 16:/ marg., et at., and what particular 
occasion for them existed then ? 

7. The Seven Men Appointed. (1) why were seven chosen : (a) in imita- 
tion of the " seven good men of the city " who managed the public business 
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in every Jewish town ; (b) because seven was a sacred number ; (c) because it 
was a convenient, practical number of men for such a purpose ? (2) what was 
the method of election pursued in their appointment, as concerns the parts 
taken respectively by the Church and by the apostles ? (3) in what respects 
were these men qualified for this office ? (4) what was the nationality of these 
seven : (a) all of them Hellenists (Grecian Jews) ; (b) three Hellenists, three 
Palestinian Jews (Hebrews), and one Gentile who had become a Jew by adop- 
tion (a proselyte of righteousness) ? (5) if the latter, what manifest wisdom 
toward producing harmony between the hostile factions ? (6) concerning five 
of these seven men nothing more is recorded, why ? (7) who are the two that 
appear in the further history, and what about them, cf. Acts 8 :4-40 ; 21 : 8f ; 
also Acts 6 : 8 — 7 : 60 ? 

Fourth Step: Observations. 

1. The Grecian Jews were Jews of the Dispersion who had grown up in 
Greek communities, but were now resident in Jerusalem. The Gospel had not 
yet been preached to Gentiles as such. 

2. The Jews who had never left Palestine considered that only they were 
the pure Jewish stock, the faithful and consistent Jews before Jehovah, from 
which elevation they looked down upon the Jews of the Dispersion. 

3. This first recorded Church quarrel was easily settled, and yet it was 
serious and significant as indicating the line along which was to come the 
most vital, bitter and prolonged strife within the Church. 

4. This account of the establishment of the diaconate seems to have been 
given by the historian primarily as an introduction to the history of Stephen. 

5. The daily ministration to the needy in the Christian community was an 
important branch of the early Church life. 

6. The neglect grew out of the fact that the apostles had more duties than 
they could well perform, and the discharge of this particular one fell into in- 
competent or prejudiced hands. 

7. The pre-eminent work of the apostles was teaching and preaching the 
Gospel. 

8. The new office of deacon was established by popular vote of the entire 
assembled Church, upon the recommendation and approval of the apostles, as 
was also the election of its first incumbents. 

9. The seven men chosen seem to have been partly Hebrews and partly 
Hellenists, with perhaps one Gentile proselyte, a representative set of officers. 

10. This provision of a diaconate admirably accomplished the restoration 
of harmony and justice in the community. 

11. A large number of Jewish priests became converted to a belief in 
Jesus' Messiahship, and joined themselves to the Christians. 

12. During this period of peace the Church grew strong numerically and 
spiritually, in providential preparation for the murderous persecution which 
was soon to sweep Stephen away and scatter the Christians from Jerusalem. 

Fifth Step: Summary. 

1. State the difference between the Hellenists and the Palestinian Jews, 
and how it was that this dissension within the Church foreshadowed the great 
internal strife that was pending. 
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2. Describe the establishment of the diaconate — the occasion, the method, 
the official duties, the first incumbents. 

3. Make a written statement, covering all of the material of Acts up to this 
point, showing the character and the steps in the development of the Church 
organization. 

Sixth Step: Teachings. 

1. The era of progress in Church life and thought is not generally an era 
of peace ; persecution compels unity and activity. 

2. The care of the Christian poor is the duty of the Church. 

3. The overseers and dispensers of the Church's charities need to be the 
wisest and holiest of Christians. 

4. The Christian Church is under obligations to adapt its organization to 
the needs of the hour ; this should be freely changed with the change of cir- 
cumstances. 

5. It is well to consider the division of labor between the minister and the 
lay workers ; the first duty of the former is to preach and teach the Gospel, 
while the minor affairs of the Church should be given to the latter. 
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